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Does the physical community still have a role? 



The intellectual world I inherited 

Behaviour driven by 
 Age 
 Class 
 Neighbourhood 
 Ethnicity 



The contemporary digital world 

Behaviour driven by 
 Personal preferences 
 Digital messages 
 Social media 
 Friends 
  



Displacement? 



Specificity rules OK? 



Relevance of census statistics 



J54 : Grey Perspective / Bungalow Retirement 

Nottingham Road, Clacton on Sea, CO15 5PG 

Fife Road, Herne Bay, CT6 7RE Haysom Close, New Milton, BH25 6PN 

Hazeldown Road, Teignmouth, TQ14 8QR 

Prediction or 
understanding? 



How does context manifest itself? 

 

 

• Neighbourhood effects 

• Cultural inheritance 
• Taste 

• History 

• Identity 



Context : Neighbourhood effects, Voting 



Context : Neighbourhood effects, Unemployment 



Context : Neighbourhood effects, Education 



Context : Neighbourhood effects, Policing 



Context : Historical effects 



K58 : Rural Isolation / Greenbelt Guardians 

Church Street, Staverton, Northampton, NN11 6JJ 

West View, Minskip, York, YO51 9HZ Back Lane, Souldern, Bicester, Oxon, OX27 7JG 

Lower Stoke, Limpley Stoke, Bath, BA2 7FR 

The world of Cameron’s childhood 



Origin of family name 
"Yes" vote 

deviation from 
Scottish mean 

  Scotland 3.4 

  Irish Catholic 13.5 

  England and Wales -10.0 

  Other 15.3 

All respondents 0.0 

Parkhead 
 Capacity :                                            60,000 
 Scots with Irish identity :                 53,000 
 Scots with Irish Catholic names : 530,000 

Context : Identity effects 



US trends 



Small area homogeneity 

Most uniform 

• Housing type and tenure 

• Housing age 

• Density and access 

• Ethnicity 

Less uniform 

• Age 

• Household composition 

• Employment sector 

 

  
• Car ownership 
• Unemployment 
• Health 
• Education 



Trends in small area homogeneity 

• Private renting, renting by older people and sharing of rented 
houses by older groups 

 

• Young people staying at home 

 

• High house prices force younger people into less prestigious areas 
(graduates in council flats in East London) 

 



Scale in analysis 

• Causes 
• Interaction with neighbours 
• Discussion at the school gate 
• Conversations at the pub 
• Sermons at the church 
• Influence of cultural events 
• Contacts at the golf club, rotary 
• Discussions with colleagues  

 
 

 

 

Less local 

Very local 



Context : Density effects 

Cost of Space 
 
 
 
Cost of time 
 
 
 



Interpretation  

• Creation of models 

• Understanding processes 

• Deciding on actions 



Linking to other contextual information :  
Strongest correlates with low KS2 attainment 



Contributors to consumer decisions 

Consumer Decisions Digital communications 

Neighbourhood selection 

Influences of 
neighbours and  

community contacts 

Accessibility to  
consumption opportunities 



Realms of the digital and the environmental 

Consumer  
CHOICES 

Practical Emotive 

Pension 
Petrol 
Insurance 
Nappies 
Vegetables 

 
 
Clothing 
Car 
Sports 
Voting 
Holidays 
 

Digital Environmental 
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